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where help is so much needed, inspires the efforts of some non-
Christian agencies, such as the Seva Sadan in the Bombay
Presidency, the Deccan Education Society, the Brahmo Samaj,
and the Ham Krishna Mission.
Devolution of Control to Local Bodies.
451. If the real 41 growth " of Indian education, whether in
respect of performance or immediate promise, has at the present
moment no great political or constitutional significance, it is
evident that this circumstance is attributable in large measure
not only to fundamental obstacles, the strength of which we do
not underrate, but also to defects in organisation, direction and
control The facts disclosed by our*" Auxiliary Committee's
Kcview indicate conclusively that the encouragement or tolerance
of UMdiacrirniiiating quantitative expansion following the line of
least resistance leads only to futility and waste of time, effort and
money. Lavish expenditure on education can afford no ground
for complacency if it does not secure an increased return in edu-
cational value. Money cannot do everything and cannot be left
to do its own work. And in India the importance of husbanding
all available resources for education and applying them in the
manner and on the objects which will yield the best return, is
vital.
It is only fair to the work of provincial Governments after the
"Reforms to repeat that they inherited a policy and system, or
want of system, which in many respects were wasteful and in-
effective. It was not to be expected that they should at once
embark on any drastic and unpopular policy of reconstruction.
.But the course of events in the last eight years, marked by a
genuine and generous desire to foster this nation-building service,
has thrown into higher relief than before its old inherent weak-
ness. And in one respect, viz., the devolution of authority and
responsibility on local bodies, it is now evident that the action
of some provincial Governments was both precipitate and exces-
sive, It has tied the hands of ministerial departments and,
however much they may now realise the necessity of wise reforms
and true economy, they find themselves deprived of that effective
power of supervision, direction and ultimate control which, even
in countries where self-government by local bodies is most highly
developed, is regarded as essential. In England, where the
principle of decentralisation is honoured and local self-government
is strong and highly developed, much more power is reserved to
and exercised by the Department, acting through'its permanent
educational advisers, than in India. We fully recognise the
value of responsible local administration as a training ground
for political and public life; this must be set off against some
degree of initial inefficiency. Local bodies may " learn by mak-
ing their own mistakes ", but they need to be helped not to
repeat them, and their shortcomings must be genuine mistakes
due to inexperience or ignorance. We do not exaggerate the